
 

  

Last Days of Jesus 
Monday – Tuesday | Days of Confrontation | Mark 11:15 – 12:37  

1. Would you rather ask questions or answer them?  Why? 

 

As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Sunday, the people praised him but 

did not place themselves under his authority.  In the Temple on Monday 

and Tuesday the religious leaders not only refused to submit but also 

questioned Jesus authority.  Many people today pay homage to Jesus 

without submitting to his authority.  They applaud him loudly but do not 

do what he says; they have a religion without substance and a worship 

without service.  As you look at the events of Monday and Tuesday 

prior to Jesus crucifixion you are going to examine how you currently 

respond to Jesus authority in your life:  as human (David’s descendant) 

or divine (David’s Lord)(Mark 12:36). 

 

Read Mark 11:15 – 19. 

 

2. Whose authority was Jesus challenging when He drove the money 

changers from the Temple area? 

 

3. What therefore was He saying about His own authority since he 

held no man-made position of authority over the merchants? 

 

4. Read the passages below and identify what arguments were used 

by the religious leaders to try to trick Jesus calling into question his 

authority?  What do Jesus’ answers tell us about him? 

 

• Mark 11:27 – 33 ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

• Mark 12:13 – 17: ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

• Mark 12:18 – 27: ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

• Mark 12:28 – 34:  ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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STUDY NOTES 

The Temple.  Jesus’ first act 

following his triumphal entry is 

to go into the temple and by 

his actions call into account the 

religious leadership of Israel.  

This was the third temple to be 

build on Mount Zion.  It was 

built by Herod the Great in 20 

B.C. and covered some 30 

acres.  The merchants whose 

table Jesus overturned would 

have been in the wide outer 

space of the temple called the 

Court of the Gentiles. 

The Pharisees and Herodians.  

The origin of this unusual 

alliance is described in 3:1 – 6.  

The plan to destroy Jesus had 

now matured and was gaining 

momentum in Jerusalem. 
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5. With what attitude did the religious leaders question the authority 

of Jesus?  With what attitude should we ask questions about the 

authority of Jesus? 

 

 

 

6. Jesus now asks a question forcing the crowd listening to ponder 

whose Son is the Christ?  Read Mark 12: 35 – 37. 

 

Were the Pharisees expecting the Messiah to be human (David’s 

descendant) or divine (David’s Lord)? 

 

 

 

7. Why would it take Jesus death and resurrection to show that the 

Messiah is more than just David’s descendant? 

 

 

 

8. Just as Jesus cleared the temple of the money changers, where 

might Jesus want to clean house in your life?  Where would he 

start? 

 

 

 

9. What keeps you from submitting more completely to the Lordship 

of Christ? 

 

 

 

10. How can your small group pray for you? 

 

 

 

STUDY NOTES 

Whose Son Is The Christ?  

Jesus asks a very important 

question of: Who is the Messiah 

(v. 35)? Then he quotes Psalm 

110:1 to show that David 

considered the Messiah to be 

his Lord, not just his son (v. 36). 

The religious leaders did not 

understand that the Messiah 

would be far more than a 

human descendant of David, 

He would be God Himself in 

human form (v. 37). 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20110:1&version=ESV&src=tools
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20110:1&version=ESV&src=tools

